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World Population Day
11 July 1991

A day set aside to reflect on issues of
tremendous importance which af-
fect everyone living on this planet is
how IPPF Secretary General Dr
Halfdan Mahler describes this
year’s World Population Day. Dr
Mabhler also points out that "Family
planning is one of the cheapest de-
velopment tools available".

World Population Day was first cel-
ebrated on 11 July 1987, coinciding with
the United Nations Day of Five Billion.
The incentive behind the annual celebra-
tion of World Population Day is to focus

which are to be distributed to field offices,
United Nations Information Centres and
other interested organizations.

IPPF will be marking the Day with a
major initiative which will not be dis-
closed until 11 July. Some of IPPF’s Fam-
ily Planning Associations have already re-
sponded to a letter sent from Dr Mabhler
indicating that he was "anxious that you
should all build on last year’s excellent
efforts to further promote the cause in
your country”. The Executive Director of
the FPA of Zambia (PPAZ) has written
to IPPF reporting that PPAZ is on the
Zambia National Planning Committee for
World Population Day and that PPAZ
staff are presen-
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Dr Nafis Sadik reports that "The nations
of the world are resolved as never before
on the need for action to slow population
growth and to achieve a balance between
population, development and the natural
environment which sustains us all".
UNFPA has urged gevernments, NGOs,
schools, communities and individuals to
take part in the celebration, inviting
people to "take an active role wherever
you are". Suggested activities range from
seminars and debates to school competi-
tions and commissioning of works of art.
UNFPA’s Information and External Re-
lations Division has produced posters and
publications in English, French, Spanish
and Arabic, and audio-visual materials

theme of ‘Better
Status of Women: Better Society’ for this
year’s observation of World Population
Day. The Secretary General of the FPAI
reports that seminars, debates and exhibi-
tions are just a few of the events that have
been prepared to "highlight the inter-re-
lationship be-
tween health,
literacy and
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Strengthening collabora-
tion and MCH/FP policy

With the intention of strengthening
policy and programme collaboration
in maternal and child heaith and fam-
ily planning, four of the larger organ-
izations involved in these fields have
produced a joint letter describing
common goals and challenges for the
coming decades. The letter, signed by
the directors of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHOQO), the United Na-
tion’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
describes the “complementary and
mutually supportive role” to be
played in the promotion of the health
and well-being of women and child-
ren. Common goals described in the
letter include a reduction of maternal
mortality rates by 50 per cent and a
reduction of mortality of children
under five by at least one-third by the
year 2000. Access by all couples, es-
pecially women, to family planning in-
formation and services and the provi-
sion of improved education for girls
and women are also highlighted as ur-
gent priorities. (‘Maternal and Child
Health and Family Planning’, Joint
letter to staff of WHO, UNICEF,
UNDP and UNFPA, February 1991)

UNDP report on human
development

More than one billion people world-
wide are living in absolute poverty,
and approximately 180 million child-
ren suffer from serious malnutrition
according to the United Nations De-
velopment Programme’s (UNDP)
Human Development Report 1991,
which was released on 22 May 1991.
The report indicates that develop-
ment in the Third World has im-
proved over the last three decades,
with average life expectancy up by 16
years and adult literacy up by 40 per
cent, but many people still lack basic
necessities. One and a half billion
people are deprived of primary
health care, nearly three million child-
ren die each year from immunizable
diseases, and approximately one bil-
lion aduits cannot read or write. Re-
viewing the report, The Times sug-
gests that Britain and the USA are

the “meanest” industrial countries,
and that most USA and UK aid does
not go where it should. The report in-
dicates that in 1989 Britain and the
USA gave 0.31 and 0.15 per cent of
their Gross National Product (GNP)
to foreign aid respectively, well below
the internationally agreed target of
0.7 per cent of GNP. According to
the UNDP, industrial countries are
partly to blame for aid often failing to
reach the people who need it most,
and donors often prefer to give
money for capital-intensive schemes
instead of schemes such as primary
health care and schooling. The report
contains updated information on pov-
erty, human survival, environmental
degradation, public expenditure and
includes charts of ‘human develop-
ment indicators’ such as human free-
dom, health expenditure and educa-
tion. It is available in English,
French, Spanish and Arabic. (Humnan
Development Report 1991, UNDP,
Oxford University Press, 1991; The
Times, UK, 23 May 1991)

Comparing the United
Nations reports

The “upbeat optimism™ of the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) report is offset by the gloom
of the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) State of World Popu-
lation report, claims John Vidal writ-
ing in The Guardian. Comparing the
two reports, he claims that the
UNFPA document is a statement of
the size and potential growth of the
problem - and the urgent need for
family planning - which will haunt de-
veloping countries for the next few
generations. He writes that the
UNDP report, however, is at times
idealistic, celebrates progress and
tries to show a way forward. He asks
how the UNDP report can talk about
progress and development without
referring to the fact that world popu-
lation will double in just a few de-
cades. The UNFPA report is also
said to dampen UNDP optimism by
showing that the strains placed on the
environment by increased numbers
may be impossible to meet. More
than 580 million people now live in
absolute poverty on marginal or
fragile land. Explosive urban growth,
caused by mass migration, has left 85
countries with urban populations

twice as large as those a decade ago,
and in 10 years time the urban popu-
lation of developing countries will be
twice that of the developed world.
Vidal concludes by saying that while
the two reports have different find-
ings and recommendations, the
warld’s inequalities continue to grow.
(The Guardian, UK, 24 May 1991)

World-wide population
problems

International population problems
and the need for family pianning are
discussed in three major articles in
the USA newspaper The Christian
Science Monitor. The first looks at the
recent United Nations Population
Fund State of the World Population re-
port, and quotes Sharon Camp of the
Population Crisis Committee as sa-
ying, “if we work hard... in this de-
cade, we could reach replacement le-
vels in the next 25 years world-wide.
And within 50 to 60 years, we would
put the world population problem be-
hind us”. A second piece looks at the
link between overpopulation and en-
vironmental degradation. Lester
Brown of the Worldwaich Institute
suggests that population trends are
“profoundly disturbing” and indicate
that the per capita availability of key
resources will shrink “at an unpre-
cedented rate” during the 1990s;
grain land by 15 per cent, irrigated
land by 11 per cent, forest land by 19
per cent and grazing land by 18 per
cent. World grain output per capita
has already dropped four per cent
since the mid-1980s. A third article
looks at the rapid growth of capital
cities and the problems caused by un-
checked urbanization. (The Christian
Science Monitor, USA, 17-23 May
1991)

WHO 44th World Healt
Assembly '

“The participation of the people is
the very essence of primary health
care,” said Dr Hiroshi Nakajima, Di-
rector-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO), in his conclu-
sion to the 44th World Health Assem-
bly, which ended in May 1991. Dr Na-
kajima indicated that people them-
selves should take part in the dia-
logue on their own health and health
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care, and that the challenge ahead is
to “translate the spirit of Alma Ata
into action”, taking into account the
political, social, and economic
changes taking place all over the
world. Dr Nakajima was referring to
the Declaration of Alma Ata of 1978,
which asserted that primary health
care is the key to attaining the goal of
Health for All “in the spirit of social
justice and equality”. :

At the Assembly, Dr Nakajima
and Mr J Grant, Executive Director
of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), urged delegates to
act quickly to maintain the momen-
tum for health improvement gener-
ated by the World Summit for Child-
ren. The Assembly also stressed the
critical health situation in the least de-
veloped countries, requested that
health promotion be a component of
all socio-economic development pro-
grammes and co-operation activities
and further requested that all WHO
activities take these factors into ac-
count. A call was made to countries
to accelerate the implementation of
measures to improve women’s heaith
and status through literacy, family
planning, safe motherhood and in-
come-generating activities, while
WHO should incorporate such objec-
tives into all its programmes. (WHO
press releases WHA/9, 14 May,
WHA/12, 16 May 1991)

UNESCO reports decrease
in world illiteracy

The number of illiterate people in the
warld declined for the first time ever
in 1990 to an estimated 948 million,
two million less than in 1985, accord-
ing to a report from the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO). The
report projects a decline to 935 mil-
lion by the year 2000, suggesting that
“through a happy coincidence, Inter-
national Literacy Year may be
looked back upon as the tuming
point in the struggle for a literate
world”. (UNESCOPRESSE , Vol 1,
No 1, UNESCO, Paris, France, 31
May 1991)

Developments for the'inter-
national Year of the Family

A First Ladies Summit for the Inter-
national Year of the Family (IYF)
has been proposed by the President
of Costa Rica’s wife. The United Na-
tions Co-ordinator for IYF has in-
formed the NGO Committee on the
Family that Central and South Ameri-
can First Ladies will meet this sum-
mer to plan the event. ’

Several countries have already
taken initiatives for IYF, including
Luxembourg and Portugal who have
established national co-ordinating
bodies and Plans of Action. At a re-
cent United Nations Economic and
Social Council meeting, China, Ger-
many, Morocco, Spain and Thailand
reported that they were in the pro-
cess of setting up national co-ordinat-
ing bodies. In total 40 countries have
set up “focal points” for IYF at the
national level. At its 47th session the -
United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific
adopted a special resolution on IYF,
while the Council of Europe, the Eu-
ropean Community [EEC] and the
Nordic Council have set up practical
measures for action and co-oper-
ation. IYF will also be discussed at
the annual meeting of the Council of
Europe Family Ministers in Switzer-
land in October.

A new world-wide health
research agenda?

The UK-based Commission on
Health Research for Development
has released a report recommending
a programme of essential national
health research for each developing
country, addressing both global prob-
lems and those specific to each
country. The Commission recom-
mends that at least two per cent of na-
tional health expenditure be invested
in the programme and that at least
five per cent of all grants should go to
research. Reviewing the report in
The Lancet, Andrew Hall says that
these recommendations follow a
strong argument for the vaiue of

health research as an important long-

term investment in development.
Hall also discusses the need for re-
search to answer local community
needs, and the difficulty of paying re-

search workers who “cannot afford to
do research because they are over-
burdened with routine duties”, such
as clinical work, (Hall, AJ. ‘Health re-
search in developing countries’, Brit
ish Medical Journal, Vol 302, pp 1220-
21,25 May 1991, reviewing Health re-
search: essential link to equity in devel-
opment, Commission on Health Re-
search for Development, Oxford
University Press, UK, 1990)

Popuilation growth a lower
priority than 20 years ago

Tackling the global population prob-
lem is a “much lower priority” than it
was two decades ago, according to
Dennis Meadows, Director of the In-
stitute for Policy and Social Science
Research at the University of New
Hampshire, USA. Meadows argues
that, under strong influence from the
USA, “population is no longer on
many political agendas”, but points
out that if “we do not move quickly
and vigorously along many fronts to
stabilize population there is virtually
no chance of halting environmental
degradation - none whatsoever”.
Meadows, who co-wrote the book
Limits to Growth in 1972, acknow-
ledges many improvements on the en-
vironmental and population fronts on
a local scale over the last 20 years,
but argues that inspection of the glo-
bal situation indicates a growing dete-
rioration of natural resources caused
by unrelenting dependence on physi-
cal growth. (Popline, Vol 13,
March/April 1991)

Populations forced to live
in shadow of volcanoes

During the 1990s, there are likely to
be more deaths caused by volcanic
eruptions than ever before. Yet the
world’s eruption rate has not gone up
- it is rising population figures which
are causing the problem, claimed The
Observer. Approximately 360 million
people now live on or near poten-
tially dangerous volcanoes and most
of the world’s high-risk volcanoes are
located in the densely populated re-
gions of the Pacific Rim’s ‘Ring of
Fire’. (The Observer, UK, 16 June
1991) -
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Continuing support for
family planning in Asia

Parliamentarians from 12 Asian coun-
tries have pledged anew to support
programmes and policies aimed at
achieving a balance between popula-
tion growth and resources. The com-
mitment was made during the
Seventh Asian Parliamentarians
Meeting on Population and Develop-
ment in February 1991. Asian Forum
Newsletter reports that support will
focus on efforts to accelerate public
awareness of population issues and
the mobilization of resources to meet
population challenges. At the meet-
ing, representatives from China,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Ma- -
laysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet-
nam discussed population and devel-
opment strategy within terms of
Asia’s future, with particular em-
phasis on the environment. (Asian
Forum Newsletter, January/March
1991)

Emergency transport as
part of.-safe motherhood
initiatives

Flying obstetric emergency squads in
Pakistan, Nigeria and Malaysia are
one response to ‘The Safe Mother-
hood Initiative: Proposals for Ac-
tion’, a report by two World Bank ex-
perts, recommending that creative
emergency transport be devised for
such emergencies. Safe Motherhood
reports that a Pakistani squad, set up
by Dr Altaf Bashir, consists of an am-
bulance equipped with staff trained
to deal with obstetric emergencies in
Faisalabad [Punjab], on call 24 hours
a day and able to respond to emer-
gencies within half an hour. After an
extensive education programme the
service has been established, and Dr
Bashir reports that it is preventing
several deaths every week. Other in-
novative methods of contacting emer-
gency help in developing countries in-
clude the use of police radio, buming
flares, special colour-coded coins de-
livered by messenger to post offices
with a telephone and the use of spe-
cial roadside flags for hailing ve-
hicles. (Safe Motherhood, Issue 5,
World Health Organization, Switzer-
land, March-June 1991)

Counting the cost of
illegal abortion

Illegally-induced abortions are esti-
mated to be the cause of up to
200,000 maternal deaths in develo-
ping countries each year, according
to research by the World Health Or-
ganization’s (WHOQO) Special Pro-
gramme of Research, Development
and Research Training in Reproduc-
tion (HRP). Safe Motherhood reviews
a recent HRP meeting of investiga-
tors from countries involved in the
project, including Thailand, Ban-
gladesh, Chile, Ethiopia, Senegal,
Uganda and Zambia. Dr Supom
Koetsawang reported that changes in
attitudes of Thai health personnel
over the past 20 years have led to libe-
ral interpretation of the current abor-
tion law. Dr Syeda Firoza Begum re-
ported that although abortion is il-
legal in Bangladesh, ‘menstrual regu-
lation’ is available from trained pro-
viders nation-wide. Dr Seyoum Yo-
seph from Ethiopia said that he be-
lieves that the lack of family planning
information and services in his
country is responsible for the current
contraceptive prevalence rate of four
per cent, and the “high proportion of
unmarried girls coming for abortion”.
(Safe Motherhood, Issue 5, WHO,
Switzerland, March-June 1991)

Not a question of blame
between North and South

Writing in the first edition of a new
environment magazine, Ricardo
Baydn suggests that the success of
the 1992 ‘Earth Summit’ [United Na-
tions Conference on Environment
and Development] in Brazil will de-
pend upon the attitudes of attendees.
He says that at the World Con-
ference on the Environment in Stock-
holm in 1972 “the North-South split

basically undermined the whole meet--

ing”. Bay6n argues that the North
and South must stop blaming each
other for degradation, start learning
from each other’s problems and ac-
cept their respective responsibilities
to humanity. In 1992 the question has
to shift from “who’s to blame?” to
“what can we all do?” he says. Con-
tact: Tomorrow Media, Kungsgaten
27,S-111 56 Stockholm, Sweden. (To-
morrow, Vol 1, No 1, Sweden, 1991)

Werner Fornos named
1991 Humanist of the Year

Wemer Fomnos, President of the
Population Institute since 1982, has
been selected by the American Hu-
manist Association (AHA) as the '
1991 Humanist of the Year. The
award is presented annually to indi-
viduals who have made outstanding
contributions to the improvement of
the human condition. Fornos was
chosen for his effort toward curbing
world population growth, which the
AHA Board of Directors described
as “the root cause of virtually all envi-
ronmental, political and social ills
confronting humanity today”. Fornos
had previously served as Executive
Director of Planned Parenthood of
the District of Columbia, USA, and is
a renowned lecturer on the impact of
rapid population growth. He is also
President of the Council of Washing-
ton Representatives to the United
Nations Associations of the United
States. Previous recipients of the
award include Dr Linus Pauling,
Jonas Salk, Andrei Sakharov and
Margaret Sanger.

CHANGES

New board for
Pathfinder International

The new board of Pathfinder Interna-
tional includes Andrew Young (pre-
viously a democratic representative
to USA Congress and now chairman
of Law International Inc), Steve Sind-
ing (Director of Population Sciences,
Rockefeller Foundation, previously
World Bank’s Senior Population Ad-
viser and US Agency for Intemna-
tional Development Director of Of-
fice of Population), and Henry Foster
(Dean of Medical College, Ten-
nessee and a board member of
Planned Parenthood of America).
The appointments of Jack Bums as
Senior Vice President responsible for
international programmes and Carol
Carter Wall, as Vice President for
Development, have also been an-
nounced.
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Personnel change at ICVA

Marie-Claire<Pret Paz will no longer
be the Associate for Development
Issues at the International Council of
Voluntary Agencies (ICVA). Until
the position is filled, issues relating to
sustainable development, environ-
ment, population, North/South part-
nerships and the integration of
women in decision-making will be
handled by the Executive Director.
Contact: ICVA,13rue Gautier, 1201
Geneva, Switzerland, Tel: 732 66 00.

Indian NGO address
change

The India Rural Reconstruction and
Disaster Response Service (PRE-
PARE) has moved from 364 North
Main Road, Anna Nagar to 4 Sathal-
var Street, Mogappair West, Padi,
Madras 600 050, India, Tel: 654211 or
655015.

Nigerian FPA phone num-
ber correction

The correct phone numbers for the
Nigerian FPA are: 820945 and
820526. The number 822191, which
appears on several lists, does not be-
long to them.

AFRICA

Botswana abortion battle
rages

The media in Botswana are involved
in an intensive campaign against the
Catholic Church, which is trying to
make the current abortion legislation
more restrictive. With headlines such
as ‘Abortion Stinks’ and ‘Abortion:
What is the farce about?’, the news-
papers are making a stand against the
Church’s proposals to alter the law.
However, the Church is responding
with slogans including ‘The womb.
Once the safest place in the world for
a baby, now the most deadly’. The
Church is also showing a controver-
sial film featuring four methods of
abortion. Jodi Jacobson, a researcher
at the US-based WorldWatch In-

stitute, has written an article in one of

the newspapers, outlining the need
for legal, safe abortion, world-wide.
(The Botswana Guardian,
MMEGI/The Reporter, Botswana, 3
May to 6 June 1991)

Undermining development
in Ghana

The current 2.6 per cent population
growth rate in Ghana has the poten-
tial to undermine the gains of the na-
tional Economic Recovery Pro-
gramme and frustrate government ef-
forts to raise living standards of the
people, according to the Secretary
for Health of the Provisional Na-
tional Defence Council [the ruling
political party of Ghana]. At a two-
day conference in Ghana on ‘Indepth
Assessment of the National Family
Planning Programme’, another
speaker reported that in one study
group more than 80 per cent of ado-
lescents had become or made Some-
one pregnant. Most of the girls in the
study were noted to have weak com-
munication links with issues relating
to sex and family life, and, where
communications links existed, advice
consisted mainly of the dangers of
sex. West Africa reports that these

findings reflect Ghanaian socio-cultu-
ral life and attitudes to sex, which
have “contributed to ignorance on
physiology of the body and hence the
rampant teenage pregnancies”. (West
Africa, UK, 10/16 June 1991)

Lack of family plénning
awareness in Nigeria

The current rate of family planning
practice in Nigeria is estimated to be
between 5 and ten per cent, accord-
ing to an editorial in Planfed News,
the newsletter of the FPA of Nigeria.
This figure represents a “yawning
gap” between family planning aware-
ness and acceptance rates, argues the
article, while hospitals report that the
rate of illegal abortion due to un-
wanted pregnancy is “very high”. In
response to the National Population
Policy, which hopes to reduce the
proportion of women bearing more
than four children by 50 per cent by
1995 and 80 per cent by 2000, the
FPA of Nigeria has intensified its in-
formation and education campaign
and has continued to expand and pro-
vide quality family planning services
from its outlets. Funding provided by -
IPPF, the United Nations Children’s
Fund, the United States Agency for
International Development and the
United Nations Population Fund to
the government, and private sector re-
sponse to the Policy has been appreci-
ated, but governments needs to dem-
onstrate more political will and finan-
cial commitment if the “collective na-
tional responsibility” of the policy im-
plementation is to succeed, con-
cludes the article. (Planfed News,
FPA of Nigeria, 1990 Edition)

Educating men in
Zimbabwe about family
planning

In Zimbabwe, family planning
workers are concentrating their ef-
forts on men, educating them in the
benefits of family planning and the
virtues of smaller families and encour-
aging them to discuss family size with
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their wives. “We know they make the
decisions,” said Dr Alex Zinanga, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Zimbabwe Na-
tional Family Planning Council
[FPA]. “We want them to make the
decisions on facts, not on misconcep-
tions”, he said. The initiative includes
a radio serial called ‘Man Is His Own
Worst Enemy’ which describes the
life of a reckless father with too many
children to support. (New York
Times, USA, 28 May 1991)

SOMARC’s first contracep-
tive technology training
in Zimbabwe

SOMARC’s first Contraceptive
Safety and Technology training-for-
trainers (TOT) session was officially
opened by the Zimbabwean Minister
of Health on 21 January 1991 in Ha-
rare. The TOT workshops focus on
reviewing trainers’ contraceptive
knowledge, emphasizing the notion
of informed choice and patient-pro-
vider interaction. The workshop in
Zimbabwe was conducted for four
days with participants from Ghana,
~ Malawi, Uganda and Zimbabwe.
Contact: The Futures Group, One
Thomas Circle, 6th Floor, Washing-
ton,D.C.20005,USA, Tel: 202-347-
8165. (SOMARC II Highlights, May
1991)

ARAB WORLD

European Midwives
Conference

The IPPF Arab World Regional
Bureau recently sponsored three mid-
wives from Algeria, Morocco and
Tunisa to attend the European Mid-
wives Congress, held in Belgium at
the end of May 1991. The event in-
cluded workshops on technical as-
pects of midwifery and discussion of
legal, practical and political aspects
of the role of the midwife. Themes de-
veloped at the Conference included
the need for midwives to make pre-
cise analyses of their responsibilities
within public health care systems,

and to develop roles that do not re-
quire constant referral to gynaecolog-
ists and obstetricians. Attendees

were encouraged to develop working
environments where they could oper-
ate on an independent basis and
within their own specialized par-
ameters, while, at the same time,
working and co-ordinating with other
services. The midwives representing
the IPPF Arab World Regional
Bureau have been encouraged to fol-
low up on conference recommenda-
tions at a national level and have
asked the Bureau to support the mo-
bilization of midwives in the Arab Re-
gion. A primary initiative will be to es-
tablish Midwives Associations in
every country in the Region that has
an FPA.

Iran birih numbers fall

The number of births in Iran has fal-
len by nearly a quarter over the past
four years, due to the Islamic govern-
ment’s cautious encouragement of
family planning, (The Guardian, UK,
15 June 1991)

Iraq allows free trading
of contraceptives

The Iragi Ministry of Health has de-
cided to remove the -embargo on con-
traceptives and to allow trading in
the market without any restrictions,
reports the Iraqi FPA.

Yemeni FPA invoilvement
in national population
conference

The Yemeni newspaper Al Thawra
carried an article in June regarding
preparations for the National Popula-
tion Conference, which will be held
during the last week of October 1991.
The conference is expected to pro-
pose a population policy for Yemen,
based on national strategies prepared
by the Centre for Population Studies
and Research and the National
Centre for Statistics, which were dis-
cussed during the strategic planning
conference organized by the Yemeni
FPA as part of the IPPF ‘Challenges
for the 1990s’ project. Pre-con-
ference recommendations include
the adoption of a national strategy

. for population and the establishment

of a National Population Council.

The Executive Director of the
Yemeni FPA will be presenting a
working paper on behalf of the FPA
at the conference.

EAST,
SOUTH-EAST
ASIA & OCEANIA

Pro-active Australian FPA

The FPA of New South Wales, Aus-
tralia, continues to provide a compre-
hensive reproductive and sexual
health service despite constant oppo-
sition to its work. On a recent visit to
IPPF International Office, Margaret
Macdonald, Executive Director of
the FPA, reported that the 15 largest
clinics serve approximately 80,000
clients with all family planning
methods, infertility and pregnancy
counselling, pap smears, STD testing
and treatment and AIDS counselling.
The FPA’s Education Unit is a major
provider of family planning training
to doctors and nurses, especially
those from the rural areas. The FPA
spends much time responding to the
opposition and providing facts and
figures to the government to counter
the opposition’s demand to cease
funding for the FPA.

Senator Harridine (federal) has
suggested that since the number of
abortions has remained high despite
more spending for family planning,
this expenditure is ineffective. The
three major anti-choice members of
the state parliament have a large
number of supporters. These suppor-
ters target politicians on their record
of voting for family planning and also
send numerous anti-family planning
documents to politicians.

China FPA visiting
European family planners

Six delegates from the China FPA
(CFPA) came to London in June to
meet IPPF staff and visit the UK
FPA. Dr Qiu Shuhua, Secretary
General of the CFPA, indicated that
the visit had given all the visitors valu-
able insight into the structure and
functions of the IPPF International

6
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Office, and also the global role of
IPPF. Having recently returned from
an evaluation of the Integrated Fam-
ily Planning, Maternal & Child
Health & Parasite Control projects in
rural areas of China, Dr Qiu Shuhua
reported that this third generation of
projects has been popular with ac-

* ceptors and has also served an im-
portant function in the dissemination
of the maternal and child health care
message. On the role of CFPA in
China, Dr Shuhua emphasized that
the CFPA’s intention and desire is to
“help and serve” the Chinese popula-
tion. She said that the CFPA is work-
ing for the people, with the intention
of meeting their needs wherever
possible.

The Chinese visitors visited the
UK FPA and spent time in discussion
with Doreen Massey. The Executive
Director of the UK FPA said that the
meeting allowed for a valuable ex-
change of ideas, describing the dele-
gates as enthusiastic to take full ad-
vantage of this fact-finding mission.
The CFPA staff have also visited the
Danish FPA offices. Prior to this
visit, Dr Qui Shuhua anticipated that
it would give valuable insight into ef-
fective forms and styles of adolescent
sex education, which the Danish FPA
has been working on with much suc-
cess. The visits to the two FPAs was
described by Dr Chuhua as very use-
ful missions, the results of which
could well be useful in the develop-
ment of “puberty education” in
China.

Indonesia recognizes
need for improved
communication

Speaking at the 47th session of
United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), the Indonesian delegate
reported that although the Indone-
sian population is now growing at the
rate of 1.9 per cent annually, com-
pared to 2.8 between 1979 and 1980,
the implementation of more effective
family planning services and appro-
priate population programmes re-
mains a great challenge. The delegate
argued that many countries in the
ESCAP region still lack the capa-
bility to produce usable data even on-
vital facts such as births, deaths and

the effects of family planning pro-
grammes. The delegate welcomed
ESCAP initiatives to “strengthen co-
operation and sharing information in
the region™. The article also reports
that Indonesia has made significant
advances in installing modem tele-
communications technologies in sup-
port of national development initia-
tives. (Population Headliners, No 194,
May 1991)

Market forces of family
planning in Indonesia

Market forces have taken over In-
donesia’s family planning pro-
grammes, in line with the country’s
economic policy of deregulation and
private sector involvement, according
to a newspaper report. The Rising
Nepal outlines how market re-
searchers identified clients, designed
messages, and produced a series of
campaigns to spread the family plan-

- ning word. These methods have paid

off, with the birth rate dropping from
46 in 1970 to 28 in 1985. The popula-
tion growth rate fell from 2.32 in 1980
to 1.97 in 1990, reports the paper.
(The Rising Nepal, Nepal, 7 June
1991)

Japan encouraged to lead
international population
initiative

International society is expecting
Japanese ‘assistance’ to take a central
role towards solving world popula-
tion issues, said Katsuhide Kitatani,
Deputy Executive Director of the
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), at the Tokyo launch of
UNFPA’s State of World Population
report. Noting the spectacular drop
in population growth rates after
Japan introduced family planning as
an integral part of maternal and child
health care after World War II, he
comments that “the country’s rich ex-
periences in family planning can con-
tribute significantly to solving popula-
tion problems throughout the world™.
(JOICFP News, No 204, JOICFP,
Japan, June 1991)

Japanese industry calls for
more babies

Japanese business leaders have
called for urgent measures to encour-
age women to have more babies to
maintain the industrial workforce.
This follows the publication of figures
showing that Japan’s birth rate last
year fell to 1.53 per cent, and that by
the year 2069 the population will fall
from 123.6 million to 100 million. “If
this trend continues, Japan will col-
lapse,” said Mr Hiroshi Takeuchi, Di-
rector of Research at the Long Term
Credit Bank. The Japan Employers’
Federation urged government and
private industry to work together to
“create an environment fit for rearing
children”. (The Daily Telegraph, UK,
8 June 1991) .

Profile of health in. Thailand

The annual rate of population growth
in Thailand has declined from 3.2 per
cent in 1970 to 1.4 per cent in 1980, a
decline which can be attributed to
the impact of the country’s National
Family Planning Programme which
provides nation-wide outreach cover-
age to as many as 69 per cent of mar-
ried women of reproductive age. A
new study prepared by the Ministry
of Health in Thailand reports that the
government is committed to the pro-
motion of health education, the pro-
fessional training of health workers
and also environmental awareness.
(Thailand Health Profile 1990, Minis-
try of Public Health, Thailand, 1991)

Vietnam recognizing
importance of population
information

Population is one of the major com-
ponents of a strategy of economic
and social development currently
being prepared in Vietnam, accord-
ing to the Viemamese delegate at the
47th session of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific. To reach a goal
of national population growth rate
below 1.8 per cent per year by 2000,
family planning must be strengthened
and facilitated with more attention
given to community motivation and
primary and maternal health care ser-
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